SYNOPSIS A case of leptomeningeal melanoma in an African child of 7 years is presented together with a survey of pigmentation in the normal African brain.
There is a direct relationship between the depth of pigment of the leptomeninges and the skin in Ugandan Africans, suggesting that similar factors operate in the control of melanocytes in these two sites.
One of the earliest recorded cases of melanoma of the leptomeninges was described in 1861 by Rokitansky and these tumours have been the source of considerable interest and controversy over the years. Single case reports have appeared in the literature, and these have been extensively reviewed by Gibson, Burrows, and Weir (1957) . They collected a total of 66 cases of meningeal melanosis, both benign and malignant, from the world literature.
Since this condition appears to be such a relative rarity, it was decided to present the findings of a child seen in Uganda, and to report a study of pigmentation of the leptomeninges and the relation- A 7-year-old female Muganda child was admitted with a four-week history of headaches and inability to walk or swallow. There was a history of a similar episode at the age of 3 from which she apparently recovered completely.
On examination the child was comatose, with slight neck rigidity and papilloedema. Lumbar puncture revealed normal cerebrospinal fluid.
The child did not regain consciousness and died.
POST-MORTEM EXAMINATION
The main abnormalities of interest were confined in the cranial cavity. The brain was oedematous and weighed 1.200 g. The entire surface was covered with black pigment located in the leptomeninges with only small areas spared (Fig. 1 (Fig. 3) .
The cerebellar tumour was composed of similar cells, many containing melanin, arranged in clumps and sheets with evidence of invasion of adjacent tissues (Fig. 4) . (Willis, 1960) ., The source of diffuse or local melanotic tumours in this site is certainly the elongated and branched pigment cells normally seen in the pia mater, especially in dark-skinned and Mongolian people (Willis, 1960) . Willis (1965) considers that there may well be a common underlying anomaly of melanogenesis in both skin and leptomeninges. This does not, of course, imply that both are derived from the neural crest since melanocytes in both these sites could equally have been derived from a mesenchymal source. In support of this concept of a possible connexion between pigmentation of the skin and leptomeninges, several authors have quoted examples of pigmented skin naevi in association with leptomeningeal melanosis (Grahl, 1906; Schopper, 1913; Lua, 1914; MacLachlan, 1914; Berblinger, 1915; Hellmann, 1931; Bjomeboe, 1934; Lecoutourier, Ley, Titeca, and Van Bogaert, 1939; Touraine, 1949) , showing that the neurocutaneous pigmentation was a familiar condition transmitted as a Mendelian dominant. Several such familial cases have been added since by Ketels-Harken (1963) and Tventson (1965) .
The results show an association between the depth and extent of pigmentation in the normal meninges and the normal skin. This is unlikely to be true for Africans only, and the less easily recognized melanocyte in Caucasian leptomeninges must be the cell of origin of this rare condition of leptomeningeal melanosis and malignant melanoma.
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